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FRESH APPROACH
Taking advantage of the room’s size and 
handsome wood beams, left, designer 
Lauren Haskett reimagined the space 
with cleaner lines and lighter finishes 
while maintaining a charming Country 
French style.  

STYLE
Country French

PROBLEM
A bulky stone range hood surround, thick glaze on 
cabinetry, and six heavy iron chandeliers cast a dark, 
imposing shadow over Skip and Georganne Fortune’s 
dream home outside of Houston, Texas. 

SOLUTION
Replacing the overpowering range hood with a metal 
banded version that matches the new cabinetry, along 
with ousting the old light fixtures in favor of a more 
delicate chandelier, makes a big impact. Designer 
Lauren Haskett also replaced the original window with 
a larger one that better suits the scale of the room and 
floods the space with natural light. Open shelves and a 
few glass-front cabinets visually break up the stretch of 
upper cabinets. The perimeter cabinetry creates an airy 
backdrop, and the wood island features an X-motif and 
accommodates chairs for casual dining.  
FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 92.

A lighter, brighter interpretation of Country French revitalizes 
a kitchen that was once heavy and overpowering. 
WRITER Megan Boettcher  PHOTOGRAPHER Brian McWeeney  FIELD EDITOR Donna Talley

Serene Beauty
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RANGE HOOD
OPTIONS

CABINETRY COVERED 
Conceal ventilation 
mechanicals with panels 
that match cabinets. This 
approach works well in 
traditional kitchens.

COMMERCIAL STYLE 
Consider the range hood 
another stainless-steel 
appliance that deserves to 
be on display. This option 
works well in modern 
kitchens. 

UNDERCABINET VENT 
Perfect for small kitchens, 
an undercabinet vent is a 
great option for any style 
cook space.

ELEVATED STYLE
The custom-designed range hood, 
opposite, with stylish stainless-steel 
banding, establishes the cooking zone 
as the focal point of the kitchen without 
overwhelming the space. Base cabinets 
flanking the range are built in, but the 
antiqued-brass drop pulls on the drawers 
and furniture-style feet give the cabinets 
the look of freestanding pieces.

HERE & THERE
The shapely deck-mounted bridge-style 
faucet, above, on the island is more 
ornate than the hardworking, single-
lever gooseneck faucet on the perimeter. 
This was a deliberate choice; all of the 
elements of the island (faucet, cabinetry, 
hardware) are more richly detailed, and 
the elements on the perimeter are 
more streamlined. 

Ventilation hoods can be 
as elaborate or simple as 
you desire. Here are three 
common range-hood styles.
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THE PLAN
While the footprint of the kitchen stayed the same, 
new appliances and materials refreshed the look.

BEFORE

AFTER

1  Lighter finishes White cabinets with simple profiles take 
the place of the old dark-glazed cabinetry with detailed 
moldings. Glass-front doors line the top row of cabinets and 
the cabinet closest to the main sink.

2  Simple features A delicate-looking chandelier and a 
tailored range hood create a sophisticated transformation 
from their heavy-handed predecessors. 

3  New window Enlarging the window helped the sink wall 
match the proportions of the large kitchen’s high ceiling. It 
also captures precious natural light.

4  Collected look The designer intentionally mixed finishes on 
the faucets and cabinetry hardware to create a collected-
over-time appearance. 

5  Center stage Ornate details were reserved for the island. 
A distinctive counter profile, hand-crafted X-motif on the 
ends of the island, and the decorative style of the prep sink 
all work together to fashion a charming centerpiece. 

K E Y  F E AT U R E S 
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“SURPRISINGLY, ONE OF 
MY FAVORITE CHANGES 

WAS ADDING THE 
TRANSOM ABOVE THE 
CASEMENT WINDOW. IT 
ADDS A CONSIDERABLE 

AMOUNT OF LIGHT.”
— G E O R G A N N E  F O R T U N E ,  H O M E O W N E R

MIX OF METALS
Having stainless-steel appliances or 
polished-nickel fixtures doesn’t mean that 
everything has to match. Haskett expertly 
mixed metals, opposite bottom, and 
generated a collected look by grouping 
hardware styles and finishes by location: 
island, upper cabinets, near the range, and 
near the sink. 

TOUCH OF ROMANCE
Teardrop crystals dangle from a curvaceous 
chandelier, opposite top, adding a feminine 
style to the room.

PERFECT PLANNING
Metal-frame open shelves, above, add 
storage without the visual weight of a 
cabinet. Careful planning allowed the 
backsplash to be installed around the 
location of the lower brackets. 

OUT OF SIGHT
The stainless-steel undermounted sink, 
left, sits below the countertop, giving the 
gathering spot a seamless appearance. 
A decorative edge profile adds further 
distinction to the island’s design.

BEFORE


